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from fighting in France. The people in Great Britain,
already antagonised by the Irish rebellion, cited this as a
further proof of the disloyalty of Catholicism within the
Empire, but in this case they were completely wrong.
The reason why the French-Canadian bishop and priest did
his best to keep his parishioners away from France was
that he dreaded the results. He felt certain that these
French-Canadian peasants, brought up by him to look back
on the France of the eighteenth century as the ideal
religious country, centring around its squire and its
parish priest, would find in the modern Frenchman,
with whom he would have to make friends, the anti-
clerical, the republican and the bon viveur.
It was a natural dread, for if that aspect of French life
were allowed to penetrate into French Canada, the whole
of the organisation of Quebec might topple* So far it has
not really penetrated, and as you drive through the villages
of Quebec you see groups of small cottages as in France
all centring round a huge parish church where, unlike
France, the authority of the priest is almost supreme*
These French-Canadians are intensely loyal to the
British Monarchy, because they approve of monarchy, and
they are only shaken if there is scandal. They are terrified
that the influence of the irreligious and disrespectful
United States shall penetrate too much into their country.
They are determined if they possibly can to spread their
own influence and the influence of their church throughout
the whole Dominion.
They do this in a systematic manner. By a federal law
new seats in Parliament can only be created in the newly
populated provinces when a certain number of people
have settled there, The French-Canadians, true to their